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Children’s Walk

Children’s Walk

The idea of the Children’s Walk (CW) was proposed by
Gita Sundararaman, former President of the UNWG-GE
and supported by the then Bazaar Chairwoman, Kirst
Mladi. It was meant to be a fund-raising event involving
children in the fund raising and at the same time making
them aware that there are other children of their age,
around the world who are less fortunate. The participation
of children in fund raising was also to attract the attention
of the adults to the hopeless situation of the underprivile-
ged children.

Moreover, by having the walk on the
grounds of the UNOG, the children get
acquainted with the United Nations, its
aims, principles and activities.

The funds raised go to the Scholarship
Fund of the UNWG established to help
needy children complete their high
school, a basic educational require-
ment for any further training for them to
become self-reliant.

The idea was accepted by the UNOG
authorities. Seven private schools were

approached and all responded enthusiasti-
cally to the idea.

Four hundred children participated in the
first Walk in September 2002 and about
SFR 29,000 were raised. It became an
annual event and progressively more
successful. In 2008 the Children’s Walk
brought SFR 45,348.

The Children’s Walk is a tremendous op-
portunity for children in Geneva to contribute and unders-
tand the wider world. The time spent on the grounds of
the Palais des Nations Unies is also a lot of fun: a sha-
red experience among teachers, parents, children and
volunteers.

The UN administrative staff, generous sponsors and
helpful UNWG-GE members are supporting this annual
event with enthusiasm. The UNWG is sincerely grateful
to all of them.




Human Rights,

the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the appalling
consequences of HIV/AIDS for children in today s world.

In 2008, the world celebrated the 60th Anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in 2009, the
20th Anniversary of the U.N. Convention on the Rights of
the Child, which as of November 2009, has been ratified
by 194 countries. Over the past 20 years the Convention
has prompted significant changes in legal frameworks of
many countries to provide better protection for children.
However, children continued to suffer, on a larger scale,
from proverty, exploitation, violence and neglect.

In June 2009, Ms. Jan Beagle, Deputy Director-General
of the UN office in Geneva (1) and honorary guest at the
United Nations Women’s Guild (UNWG) Annual Luncheon,
gracefully agreed to share with us some thoughts on the
challenges facing children, innocent victims and their pa-
rents, in the era of SIDA/HIV. Ms. Beagle pointed out that
the subject was not only close to her heart, but that it was
a pivotal issue on the UN agenda.

Ms. Beagle indicated in her intervention (2) that nearly
10 million children under the age of five die each year
and that the World Health Organization estimates that
two-thirds of these deaths could be prevented through
simple and affordable interventions. Moreover, 15 million
children have already lost one or both parents to HIV/
AIDS. In some of the worst hit countries, more than 15%
of all children have been orphaned as a result of the di-
sease. Experience also shows that these children are at
higher risk for exploitation and abuse.

(1) Now, Ms. Jan Beagle is Deputy Director of UNAIDS
(2) For more information, see UNWG Bulletin of October, 2009, page 3.
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The example of forced recruitment and use of children
soldiers is one of the most dreadful human rights abuses
in our world today.

Most of these challenges are results, directly or indirect-
ly, of poverty, lack of education and lack of basic health
information.

According to the UNICEF report “The State of the World’s
Children”, investing in the health of children and their mo-
thers is a human rights imperative and one of the surest
ways for a country to set its course towards a better fu-
ture.

At this point, it is worth mentioning
that

1) Article 24 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
adopted in 1989, provides that States Parties shall pursue
full implementation of these rights and in particular, shall
take appropriate measures to develop preventive health
care, guidance for parents and family planning education
services, and

2) The International Planned Parenthood Federation
(IPPF), is the world’s largest non-governmental organiza-
tion, uniting the national family planning associations of
more than 150 countries.

Information and free access to family planning services
should be facilitated in every duty station in order to
raise awareness and avoid possible additional orphans.
Saving children among U.N. System staff members sick
with aids and children around the world, from becoming
orphaned, should be everybody’s business.



Divorced Surviving Spouse’s Benefit

Divorced Surviving Spouse’s Benefit

The UNWG-GE is also providing support for newcomers
to the United Nations, various educational and cultural
activities and advice in case of separation or divorce,
especially as regards pension rights.

The question whether and under what conditions former
spouses should be entitled to a survivor’s benefit has
been under consideration by the UNJSPB and other UN
organs since 1978.

UNWG-Geneva collaboration on this matter with UN-
JSPB, CCAQ (now CEB), FICSA, FAFICS and the spe-
cialized agencies goes back to late 1991. UNWG-Geneva
became a member of FICSA with consultative status in
early 1992 and, in 2004, a member of CLAFG (Centre de
Liaison des Associations Féminines Genevoises) - about
50 associations

Article 35bis of the UNJSPF Regulations

Article 35bis of the Regulations, introducing divorced sur-
viving spouse’s benefit, subject to a number of restrictive
eligibility conditions specified in the text, was adopted by
the Board at its 48th session (Vienna, 7-10 July 1998) in
most unsatisfactory conditions.

During the discussion of the proposal by the General As-
sembly in December 1998, a number of delegations were
of the opinion that the proposals of the Board with res-
pect to the divorced surviving spouse’s benefit did not go
far enough and expressed the hope that the Board would
consider the matter further. (JSPB/SC/182/R.18/Add.1).
FICSA has long advocated that divorced spouses should
receive a fair share of the survivor’'s benefit and wel-
comed the decision of the Pension Board in 2004 to study
the possibility of reducing the ten years of marriage now
required under Article 35bis (b)(i) to five years.
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In February 2005, the FICSA Council adopted the fol-
lowing recommendations of the Standing Committee on
Social Security/OHS: “FAFICS/FICSA/UNWG should
continue their efforts and press for: (a) the resolution of
the inconsistencies regarding benefits payable to survi-
ving spouses and divorced spouses in Article 35bis of the
Pension Fund Regulations; and (b) reduction to five years
of the ten-year period of marriage now required under Ar-
ticle 35bis.” This recommendation was reiterated by the
FICSA Council in February 2006.

For more information see document: FICSA/C/62/
SOCSEC/CRP.2/Rev 1, UN DIVORCED SPOUSES -
MODIFICATIONS TO SURVIVOR’S BENEFITS PROVI-
SIONS - LATEST DEVELOPMENTS. Available on the
FICSA and UNWG’s websites and also by calling/faxing
Nathalie Tschyrkow on 00 41 22 755 3210 and email:
Elisabeth_tschyrkow(at)yahoo.com

Latest Developments

The Standing Committee on Social Security/OHS (FIC-
SA Council, 2-6 February 2009 in Paris) recommended
that the FICSA representative should support FAFICS at
the UN Pension Board in discussions on lowering from 10
to 5 years the period of eligibility required for the receipt
of a divorced surviving spouse’s pension benefit — article
35bis(b)(i).

The lowering of the eligibility period for the divorced
surviving spouses is required by analogy with article 28
of the UN Pension Fund Regulations which provided that
in order to get a pension benefit a participant needed 5
years of contributory service.

Theresponse from the representative of the Working Group
on Plan Design (WGPD) to the Standing Committee, to the
specific question of the UNWG representative on whether



the new WGPD would continue with the long term revi-
sion so as to ensure an appropriate level of benefits for
all surviving divorced spouses, has been positive. Let’s
hope that an appropriate level of benefits for all surviving
divorced spouses will become a reality.

The Standing Committee further recommended that
FICSA Executive Committee liaise with the participants’
representatives and FAFICS members of the new WGPD
so as to monitor and study any eventual proposals for
changes to the Plan Design.

After an extensive discussion of the benefits Regulations
related to family or former family members at the 55th
(July 2008) session of the Board, it had been assumed
that there was a general agreement in the Board to re-
duce the requirement in article 35bis (b)(i) of the 10 years
of marriage for which contributions had been paid, to 5
years. The Board requested therefore that an appropriate
text be presented by the Secretary/CEOQ for its conside-
ration at its 56th session in 2009.

The Committee of Actuaries discussed the proposal
(draft amendment: JSPB/56/R.23-Revision to Article
35bis, divorced spouses benefit) at its 48th session in
June 2009 and concluded that in their view the approach
and methodology employed by the Consulting - Actuary
were sound and appropriate and that the potential actua-
rial costs of the proposed amendment are not actuarially
material. The Pension Fund Secretariat then presented
the draft amendment to the eligibility requirement under
article 35bis(b)(i), (JSPB/56/R.23), to the Board.

The Board, in July 2009, had a lengthy debate on the
issue. The Executive Heads, especially, wished to as-
sess the potential impact the suggested amendment
would have on their respective member organizations
human resources policies including after service long
term health care.
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Once more, however, the Board decided to postpone its
decision on the proposed amendment to article 35bis until
its next session in 2010, in order for members to consider
the matter further. How many more years of “considering
the matter” might it take?

It should be reminded that:

The question of the divorced surviving spouse’s benefit has
been already discussed within the U.N. system since 1978;

The divorced surviving spouse’s benefit and the after
service long term care insurance are two separate matters;

A consensus exists for some time between FAFICS/FICSA/
UNWG on the amendment, inter alia, of article 35bis(b)(i).

In January 2010, in Geneva, the majority of the mem-
bers of the Standing Committee on Social Security/OHS
again recommended that the FICSA representative sup-
port FAFICS at the UN Pension Board in discussions on
lowering from 10 to 5 years the period of eligibility needed
for the receipt of a divorced surviving spouse’s benefit.

As it happened sometimes at previous Council sessions,
one member recalled that such an issue should not be
taken up by FICSA; the representative of UNESCO
asked that the Standing Committee note her view that
the very idea of not dealing with the issue was wrong
since it also affected children’s rights: in particular their
right to education. FICSA was strongly urged to continue
pursuing the issue and achieve results.

Nathalie Tschyrkow
UNWG, Special Adviser
Status UN Spouses/ex-Spouses - Pensions

FICSA, Vice-Chair Standing Committee on Social Secu-
rity/OHS.



